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No 1nfant should
be left behind

he true measure of a developed society B
I is not merely its economic growth, &
modern infrastructure or technological f
< achievements but the way it protects its most g
2 vulnerable citizens. Infants, who depend 2
Sentirely on adults for survival and care, &
& deserve the highest degree of protection. &
& Infant Protection Day, observed on November &
&7, offers an important occasion to reflect on 8
< our collective responsibility towards ensuring g
& that every child receives a healthy, safe and &
&8 dignified beginning.Jammu and Kashmir has g
< made notable progress in improving health- g
E care indicators. The decline in infant mortali- f
& ty and improvement in institutional deliveries 85
<and immunisation coverage are positive g
& developments. However, the benefits of &
& progress must reach every section of society, &
3 particularly families living in remote villages, & ,
}\ border areas, mountainous regions and eco- &
= nomically weaker settlements.Geographlcal =
3 inequalities remain an important concern. In >
& some areas, difficult roads, harsh winter con- &
& ditions, inadequate transportation and long 21
& distances from specialised hospitals can cre- g
1\ ate challenges for pregnant women and new- -
= borns. A medical emergency involving an >
& infant requires immediate attention, and even
1\ a short delay can make a difference.The /1
& administration must therefore strengthen rural g2
S healthcare networks, improve emergency s
1\ ambulance services and establish effective B8
< referral arrangements between primary health g2
& centres, district hospitals and tertiary care &
1: institutions. Special attention should be given :1
< to areas where weather conditions frequently g
& disrupt transportation and access to medical &
& services.Another concern is the lack of aware- &
<aness among certain families about newborn g
3\ care, breastfeeding, vaccination and early /3
1\ identification of health problems. Awareness &
< campaigns must move beyond hospitals and g
f: reach villages, schools, community organisa- &
&tions and households. ASHA workers, 5
& Anganwadi workers and local healthcare per-
1\ sonnel can play a transformative role by regu- & -
S larly interacting with families, monitoring /:
& newborn health and encouraging timely med- &
1\ ical consultations. Their training, resources /1
& and working conditions must receive adequate
& attention.Infant protection must also include g
% safeguarding children from neglect, unsafe /1
3 surroundings, inadequate nutrition and dis- g
& crimination. Every girl and boy deserves /3
- equal care, medical attention and opportuni- &
Sties for healthy development. The survival ’f
#and well-being of an infant should never f;
& depend upon the family's income, social back- &
<4 ground or place of residence.The government, ,;
& civil society organisations, healthcare profes- &
s sionals and families must work together to g2
S create a comprehensive child-protection envi- 2
& ronment. Existing maternal and child welfare &
= programmes should be implemented effec- g
Htively, with transparent monitoring and S
& accountability.Jammu and Kashmir's develop- 8
% ment journey must be judged by how success- &
 fully it improves the lives of ordinary fami- &
&2 lies. Protecting infants is not simply a health-
& care responsibility; it is a social, administra- g
= tive and moral obligation.On Infant Protection g
- Day, the message for the Union Territory g
< should be clear: no child should be deprlved >
& of essential healthcare because of poverty, &
3 # distance or lack of awareness.Every newborn & %
< deserves a fair beginning. Ensuring that prom- g :
f ise is fulfilled must remain a shared commit-
=@ ment of the entire society.
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EDITOR TYM Viksit Bharat or Broken Governance?

BY
PRASHANT
TEWARI

India’s journey towards
becoming a developed
nation demands more
than economic growth,
ambitious infrastructure
and global influence. It
requires a fundamental
transformation of gover-
nance at the grassroots.
The persistent failures of
the judiciary, police,
municipal administra-
tion, healthcare and edu-
cation have eroded public
trust and burdened ordi-
nary citizens. Unless
political leadership con-
fronts these institutional
weaknesses, Viksit
Bharat will remain an
unfinished promise

India’s ambition to
become a developed
nation cannot be meas-
ured by GDP growth,
highways or influence
alone. The real test of
Viksit Bharat is the quali-
ty of governance ordinary
citizens’ experiences. For
many, the State is the
court where a case
remains pending, the
police station that refuses
a complaint, the munici-
pality that demands a
bribe, the hospital unable
to provide treatment and
the school that fails to
educate. These five insti-
tutional failures demand
a National Reform
Agenda.

The judiciary is a grave
governance challenge.
More than five crore
cases remain pending,
trapping citizens in years
of litigation, costs and
uncertainty. Vacancies,
adjournments, procedur-
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al delays and inadequate
infrastructure have erod-
ed public confidence.
Courts need better case
management, limits on
unnecessary adjourn-
ments, fixed timelines to
fill vacancies, and digital
filing and tracking.
Specialised courts for
commercial, land and
property disputes, along-
side mediation and arbi-
tration, can ease the bur-
den. Appointments and
performance  systems
must be transparent
without compromising
judicial independence.
Courts should be treated
as essential services, pro-
viding round-the-clock
access for urgent hear-
ings. Extended hours
would widen opportuni-
ties for lawyers and legal
interns. Merely replacing
the Indian Penal Code
with the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, without trans-
forming investigation
and justice delivery, is a
laughable response to a
monumental problem.
The Justice Yashwant
Varma episode has
exposed the disturbing
depths of institutional rot
within the Indian judici-
ary. The discovery of
burnt and scattered cash
at ajudge’s residence, fol-
lowed by institutional
explanations and appar-
ent damage control, has
raised serious questions
about judicial accounta-
bility. Those who uphold
the law must be equally
answerable to it.

The police are the citi-
zen’s first contact with
the law, yet political
interference, corruption,
refusal to register com-
plaints, compromised
investigations and custo-
dial excesses remain con-
cerns. The Supreme
Court’s seven directives
in the 2006 Prakash

Singh judgment must be
implemented.  Online
complaint registration
and tracking should be
universal. Investigation
must be separated from
law-and-order duties,
supported by forensic
capacity and cybercrime
expertise. Corruption in
the khaki must invite
zero tolerance, exempla-
ry punishment and
uncompromising
accountability. The nexus
of systemic and syndicat-
ed corruption must be
dismantled; there can be
no political patronage or
impunity. It is a night-
mare for a common man
to get any help from the
police station across
India. Municipal gover-
nance in India is grossly
neglected. The 74th
Constitutional
Amendment promised
empowered urban local
bodies, but municipali-
ties remain financially
weak and politically
dependent. Citizens face
broken roads, clogged
drains, irregular water,
poor sanitation, opaque
building approvals and
bribery for everything.
Decentralisation must
provide revenue through
rational property taxes,
transparent user charges
and a fair share of state
revenues. The roles of
mayors and commission-
ers must be clear.
Building permissions,
property records, pro-
curement and contracts
should be digitised and
open to scrutiny.
Municipal ombudsmen,
social audits, service
deadlines and public
dashboards can make
officials accountable. The
ground realities at the
provincial-level third-tier
government have been
horrible in India since
independence.

Healthcare and educa-
tion expose a brutal con-
tradiction in India’s
development narrative.
While the country cele-
brates medical tourism
and pharmaceutical
achievements, families
struggle with unafford-
able treatment, over-
crowded hospitals, short-
ages of doctors, nurses
and medicines, and inad-
equate rural healthcare.
Children leave school
without foundational lit-
eracy and numeracy,
while teacher vacancies,
absenteeism, poor infra-
structure and outdated
teaching undermine the
future workforce.

Healthcare and educa-
tion must remain the
government’s primary
responsibility. Universal
access and quality public
provision are non-nego-
tiable. Functional pri-
mary health centres,
staffed district hospitals,
affordable diagnostics,
essential medicines,
trained teachers,
equipped schools and
measurable learning out-
comes must anchor pub-
lic policy. Universities
need academic autono-
my, research funding,
industry  partnerships

and vocational pro-
grammes.
Promoting private

schools and hospitals at
the expense of public
institutions is eroding
public confidence in
healthcare and educa-
tion. In a country of 1.5
billion people, where
government figures indi-
cate nearly 80 crore citi-
zens depend on sub-
sidised food, why profit
driven private enterprise
will shoulder welfare for
the poorest? Primary
health centres, elemen-
tary schools and basic
hospitals should operate
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on a non-profit basis.
Specialised hospitals and
universities may attract
private investment under
affordability and quality
regulation. Weakening
public institutions while
promoting private alter-
natives is not reform; it is
a recipe for social exclu-
sion, inequality and dis-
aster. These failures help
explain why farmers, stu-
dents, women and caste-
based groups take to the
streets. Not every agita-
tion is justified, and polit-
ical mobilisation can
exploit grievances. But
governments cannot dis-
miss every protest as con-
spiracy or opposition-
sponsored  disruption.
Public anger often
reflects accumulated
frustration with institu-
tions that do not listen,
deliver or provide reme-
dies. Democratic dissent
must be heard and griev-
ances addressed through
credible administrative
action, not slogans or

confrontation.

The responsibility does
not belong to one
Government alone.

Successive administra-
tions at the Centre and in
the states have failed to
deliver sustained struc-
tural reform. Yet the first
two terms of the Modi
government offered a
historic opportunity to
reset India’s governance
architecture. Digital plat-
forms, direct benefit
transfers, infrastructure
and financial inclusion
delivered important
gains, but these were not
matched by equally
ambitious reforms to

institutions shaping
everyday life.  This
remains one of the

biggest missed opportu-

nities of the Modi era.
Viksit Bharat will not

be built by economic

indicators alone. It will
be built when citizens
receive justice without
waiting decades, protec-
tion without political
connections, civic servic-
es without bribes, treat-
ment without financial
ruin and education with-
out inherited privilege.
Courts must deliver jus-
tice, police protect,
municipalities serve, hos-
pitals heal and schools
create opportunity. Until
these institutions work
for ordinary citizens,
India’s development
story will remain incom-
plete, and its promise of
becoming a developed
nation will rest on fragile
foundations.

India does not suffer
from a shortage of useless
never-ending debates,
committees or confer-
ences on governance
reforms; it suffers from a
chronic  shortage of
action. Decades of discus-
sions on judicial, police,
municipal, education and
healthcare reforms have
produced recommenda-
tions but little meaningful
change. The real problem
is not a lack of solutions
but a lack of political will.
While governance
remains trapped in con-
ference rooms, the com-
mon man on the street
continues to pay the price
with his dignity, liveli-
hood and, increasingly,
his life. The message to
the ruling elites is loud
and clear: Act now, or
abandon the dream of
Viksit Bharat. A devel-
oped India cannot be
built on broken institu-
tions, rampant corrup-
tion and unfulfilled
promises.

The author is a pub-

lic policy expert and

columnist; Views
presented are
personal.
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Wars, food and energy: The Global South cannot aford to be held hostage

BY
WAIEL AWWAD

The war in West Asia
has exposed a danger-
ous reality of the mod-
ern global economy: a
conflict fought in one
region can threaten the
food security, energy
supplies and economic
stability of countries
thousands of kilome-
tres away. The closure

of the Strait of
Hormuz, now extend-
ing into its ninth

month, has disrupted
the movement of oil,
gas and fertilisers,
while the continuing
war in Ukraine keeps
the Black Sea’s com-
mercial routes under
threat. The conse-
quences are being felt
from South Asia to

Africa and Latin
America.
For the Global South,

this is no longer a dis-
tant geopolitical crisis.
It is an economic
emergency.

India’s food security
under pressure

India’s exposure is
particularly significant.
The country imports
close to 90 per cent of
its crude oil require-
ments, making the
security of maritime
supply routes a vital
national interest. With
Hormuz  effectively
closed to normal com-
mercial traffic since the
conflict began in

February, India’s ener-
gy calculations have
become considerably
more complicated.

The crisis also
demonstrates why
food security cannot be

separated from energy
security. Fertiliser pro-
duction and trans-
portation depend
heavily on natural gas,
while the Gulf is a
major source and tran-
sit region for nitrogen
fertilisers. The WTO
has documented
severe disruption to
urea and phosphate
fertiliser trade through
Hormuz. Urea prices
rose from approxi-
mately $400 to more
than $850 per ton in
April before easing.
The consequences
reach farmers, agricul-
tural yields and food
prices well beyond the
Gulf. India must there-

fore strengthen its
strategic reserves,
diversify  suppliers,
expand renewable

energy and domestic
production, and secure
alternative transport
arrangements. But it
must also pay greater
attention to fertiliser
availability, agricultur-
al inputs and the
affordability of food for
vulnerable households.

The Black Sea: a cor-
ridor requires reci-
procity

India’s proposal to
restore grain ship-
ments through the
Black Sea is equally
important. Russia and
Ukraine are major
agricultural exporters,
and the interruption of
their trade has con-
tributed to uncertainty
in global food markets.

However, reviving
the corridor requires
more than asking
Moscow and Kyiv to
stop attacking com-
mercial vessels. The
experience of the 2022
Black Sea  Grain
Initiative provides an
important lesson. The
agreement, brokered
by Turkey and the
United Nations,
enabled nearly 33 mil-
lion tons of Ukrainian
agricultural products
to reach world mar-
kets. Russia withdrew
in July 2023, arguing
that its own food and
fertiliser exports con-
tinued to face financial,
insurance and logisti-
cal obstacles.

Any renewed
arrangement must
address that grievance
rather than ignore it.
Russia’s demand for
practical access to agri-
cultural markets, pay-
ment systems, ship-
ping services and fer-
tiliser exports must be
considered alongside
Ukraine’s right to
export grain safely.
Turkey’s diplomatic
and geographical role
remains indispensable,
while the United
Nations can help
establish monitoring
and verification mech-
anisms. The objective
should be a reciprocal
arrangement: secure
passage for Ukrainian
grain and meaningful
facilitation of Russian

food and fertiliser
exports.

Clearly designated
shipping lanes,

advance notification,
mine-clearance
arrangements, emer-
gency communication

channels and inde-
pendent incident mon-
itoring would help
restore  confidence.
Without reciprocity
and verification, a new
agreement risks
repeating the failures
of its predecessor.

The Global South is
already adapting.

The consequences
are visible across
developing economies.
Sri Lanka has intro-
duced a QR-code-
based fuel rationing
system, while Egypt
has imposed restric-
tions on business oper-
ating hours and
reduced public lighting
to conserve energy.
These are not theoreti-
cal scenarios; they are
emergency responses
to the pressure on fuel
supplies and public
finances.

Nigeria illustrates the
link between energy
and agricultural secu-
rity.  Although its
domestic  fertiliser
industry has expanded
considerably, it
remains dependent on
imported raw materi-
als, including phos-
phate and potash.
Research by the
International  Food
Policy Research
Institute has docu-
mented a sharp rise in
urea prices, increasing
pressure on farmers
already facing tight
financial margins.

This response points
towards a wider lesson.
The Global South
needs regional food
reserves, advance pro-
curement arrange-
ments, diversified fer-
tiliser sources, afford-
able trade finance and

stronger cooperation
between  producing
and importing coun-
tries. It cannot remain
dependent on a hand-
ful of vulnerable mar-
itime routes or suppli-
ers.

The nuclear red line
must not be crossed.

Amid this crisis, the
nuclear dimension is
especially disturbing.
US commentator
Tucker Carlson has
alleged that Israeli
Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
is pressing President
Donald Trump to con-
sider a nuclear strike
against Iran’s under-
ground nuclear facility
at Pickaxe Mountain.
Carlson has offered no
publicly verifiable evi-
dence for this allega-
tion, and it must not be
presented as an estab-
lished US or Israeli
policy. Threatening
nuclear weapons as a
means of intimidating
a country or forcing
political concessions is
profoundly irresponsi-
ble. Their use would
not be a conventional
military escalation; it
would be a humanitar-
ian and environmental
catastrophe.
Radiation, civilian
casualties and long-
term contamination
would not respect bor-
ders. A nuclear strike
could also provoke
retaliation, destabilise
the Gulf and destroy
what remains of the
international restraint
against nuclear use.

A common responsi-
bility

The Global South
must not become the
silent casualty of con-

flicts it did not initiate.
India has the diplo-
matic reach to bring
together  countries
across Asia, Africa, the
Gulf and Latin
America, and to turn
G20 discussions into
practical cooperation
on maritime security,
food supplies, energy
resilience and the pro-
tection of civilian infra-
structure.

The priority must be
clear: secure shipping,
affordable energy, reli-
able fertiliser supplies
and  uninterrupted
food trade. The inter-
national community
must also establish
firm limits against
attacks on civilian eco-
nomic infrastructure
and reject the use or
threat of nuclear
weapons as instru-
ments of political pres-
sure. The credibility of
global diplomacy will
ultimately be meas-
ured not by the num-
ber of declarations
issued at summits, but
by whether those dec-
larations protect ordi-
nary people from the
consequences of war.

The Global South
needs cooperation, not
coercion; secure trade
routes, not economic
blockades; and diplo-
macy, not nuclear
intimidation. The
world’s food and ener-
gy security must never
be sacrificed to the
ambitions of military
powers.

Dr Waiel Awwad,

is a veteran jour-
nalist specialising
in West Asian
affairs; Views
presented are
personal.




